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AMERICKY SEN

AMERICAN DREAM

Tato publikace je o Americe. Neni o Brazilii, Mexiku ani
0 Kanadé. Je o Spojenych stitech americkych. O jediné zemi,
kterou mdme na mysli, kdy? mluvime o Americe na$ich
pfedstav, snd a pidni, ojedinélém experimentu bilych,
Cernych, Cervenych, Zlutych a hnédych lidi, smichanych
z nejriiznéjsich pfi€in do nejbarevnéj§itho obrazu na svéteé.
Obrazu, pfi jehoZ vzniku byly pfitomny radost i smutek,
chytrost i hloupost, nechybéla tvrda dfina ani vdlka. Kazdy
z tviirci pfinesl do Nového svéta své sny, zvyky, tradice,
kulturu a uméni, aniZ by v&dél co bude na konci snazent.

Tak vznikla Amerika a ti, ktefi ji stvofili, se stali novym
nirodem. Ndrodem svobodnych lidi, spoléhajicich se na
vlastni aktivitu a iniciativu, brdnicich svou nezavislost a vé-
ficich v americkou demokracii. Obraz, ktery namalovali, se
stal symbolem lidského snaZeni a vyzvou viem ostatnim
ndrodiim. Ve skutecnosti nebude obraz Ameriky nikdy hotov,
protoZe jeho ukonéeni by znamenalo popfeni zakladnich idef,
ze kterych se USA zrodily.

Kazdy rok dostdvd imigraéni fad ve Washingtonu, D.C.
miliony Zddosti o trvaly pobyt ve Spojenych stitech. Co
vlastné 1dkd Raku3any, Némce, Japonce, Cechy, Sloviky,
SVYcary, Mezxi€any, Australany, Cl’ﬁany, ITtaly, Brazilce a dalsi
tak, Ze jsou ochotni opustit rodnou hroudu, jistotu domova,
byt ne vidy dokonalého? V &em spotivd kouzlo nutici tyto
lidi jit do nezndma, zadinat znovu od nuly?

S nejvétdi pravdépodobnosti je to vira ve velky sen.
Americky sen, ktery stdle Zije a bude Zit v ptedstavdch lidi
na celém svété. Lidi véficich, Ze své schopnosti mohou
dokdzat pouze v Americe. Pro mnohé z nich je jejich sen
posledni nadéji, pro kterou jsou schopni podniknout cokoliv.
Pro jiné je to jakasi zkouska Zivota, kterou podstupuji zcela
dobrovolné, aby zjistili, jaci vlastn& ve skute&nosti jsou.

A tak pfichazeji, nedbaje varovnych slov svych piedchfid-
cl, ktefi Ziji americky sen v jeho redlné podobg. Pracuji tak,
jak by nikdy nepracovali ve své zemi, pfijimaji &asto
podminky Zivota, které je donutily odejit z domova. Zdaleka
ne viem se podaii dosdhnout bohatstvi, sldvy a uznani. Bude
to trvat hodnou chvili, neZ dosihnou alespoii primérné
americké Zivotni drovné. Kazdy den budou zdpasit o svoji
budoucnost a poznaji, ¢ Amerika neni zcela dokonalou zemi
& dokonce vysnénym rdjem. Pfesto se vét§inou necht&ji vratit
a v podstaté jsou fastni, protoZe véfi ve svlij americky sen.
Nechténé pomdhaji vybudovat jeho povést, lakajici daldi
emigranty.

Nedejte se oviem mylit, Amerika je pragmatickd zeméa
a jeji sen by nikdy nevznikl, kdyby nebylo moZné ho
uskute¢nit. Pry to chce jenom pfestat snit, pracovat jako
nikdy, uéit se z chyb, byt trpélivy a véfit. Zni to tak
jednoduse, jak je to ve skute€nosti obtiZzné. Ostainé jako
realizace kazdého snu, kdekoliv na svéte.

This publication is about America. It is not about Brazil,
Mexico or about Canada. It is about the United States of
Aumerica. As we can imagine it, America of our dreams and
wishes, a unique experiment of the white, the black, the red,
the yellow and the brown people, mixed, for various reasons
into the most colorful picture in the world. At its birth,
pleasure and sorrow, brightness and foolishness, hard work
and war were not missing either. Each of the creators brought
his dreams, habits, traditions, culture and art into the New
World, without knowing what their efforts would bring forth.
This is the way America was born and those who created it
became a new nation. The nation of free people relying on
their own activities and initiative, defending their indepen-
dence and believing in American democracy. The picture
they drew became a symbol of human endeavor and
challenge to all other nations. In fact the picture of America
will never be finished because finishing it would mean a denial
of the principal ideas which gave birth to the U.S.A.

Every year the Immigration Office in Washington, D.C.
receives millions of applications for permanent residence in
the U.S.A. I wonder what attracts the Austrians, Germans,
Japanese, Czechs, Slovaks, Swiss, Mexicans, Australians,
Chinese, Italians, Brazilians and others, so that they are
ready to leave their native soil, the familiarity of their homes,
imperfect though they may be. What is the magic forcing
these people to make a mystery tour, to start again at the very
beginning?

In all probability it is the faith in a great dream. The
American dream which is still alive and will go on living in
the minds of people all over the world. The people who
believe that they can prove their abilities only in America.
For a lot of them their dream is the last hope for which they
are willing to do anything. For others it is a trial of vital
importance, which they take on of their own free will, to find
out what they are really like.

And so they keep on arriving regardless of the warnings of
their predecessors who live their American dream in its true
colors. They work in the way they would never work in their
own countries, they often accept conditions of life which
made them leave their homes. Some of them are far from
being rich, famous or respected It will be some time before
they succeed in reaching even the average American
standard of living. Every day they will fight for their future
and they will learn that America is far from being a perfect
country or a paradise of one’s dreams. In spite of that they
don’t usually want to return and they are happy after all
because they belive in their American dream. They
unintentionally help build up the myth attracting more
immigrants.

But don’t be mistaken. America is a pragmatic country and
its dream would never have come into existence if it were not
possible to realize it. It is only necessary to stop dreaming, to
work as hard as ever before, to learn from one’s mistakes, to
be patient and to believe. It sounds simple but in fact it is
extremely difficult. It is as difficult as realizing any dream
anywhere in the world.




